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WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH THE TRUTH? 
 

  Jesus said that the Father’s word is truth (John 

17:17). The message of truth was revealed by the 

Holy Spirit and is recorded for us in the Bible. What 

should we do with that truth? 

  Every person needs to learn the truth. It is 

God’s will that every human know the truth (1 

Timothy 2:4). For those who do know it, it can make 

them free – free from the guilt of sin (John 8:32). 

God tells His children, “Therefore do not be unwise, 

but understand what the will of the Lord is” 

(Ephesians 5:17). If we hunger and thirst after 

righteousness, we will be filled (Matthew 5:6). It 

takes a genuine interest and commitment to take the 

time to learn the truth well enough to follow it.  

We also need to believe the truth. Believing the 

gospel message is a condition of salvation, as Jesus 

said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; 

but he who does not believe will be condemned” 

(Mark 16:16). The Bible affirms that those “who did 

not believe the truth but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness” will be condemned (2 Thessalonians 

2:12). Even after one is in the Christ, he must continue 

to receive the word of God with meekness (James 

1:21).  

  Beyond learning the truth and accepting its 

validity, we must love the truth. Whether we love the 

truth or not will be shown in how we respond to its 

message. Of those who are under the influence of 

Satan, the Bible says, “And with all unrighteous 

deception among those who perish, because they did 

not receive the love of the truth, that they might be 

saved” (2 Thessalonians 2:10). Love of the truth leads 

to salvation, but without such love, no one can be 

saved. The Psalmist’s attitude toward the truth is one 

which all of us ought to emulate: “Oh, how I love Your 

law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97). 

One cannot be in love with the Giver of the truth 

unless He likewise loves the truth that He gives.  

Each of us needs to possess a heart that wants to 

obey the truth. This happens naturally in the life of 

one who really loves the truth. God promises “eternal 

life to those who by patient continuance in doing good 

seek for glory, honor, and immortality,” but 

indignation and wrath await those who “do not obey 

the truth, but obey unrighteousness” (Romans 2:7,8).  

Such declarations plainly indicate that without 

obeying the truth, one cannot please God. Souls are 

purified by obeying the truth, as it is written, “Since 

you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 

through the Spirit . . . having been born again, not of 

corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word 

of God which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter 

1:22,23). Those who fail to obey the truth/gospel will 

be punished with everlasting punishment (2 

Thessalonians 1:7-9). The churches of Galatia started 

out well in their walk with the Lord, but at some point 

someone began to hinder them from obeying the truth 

(Galatians 5:7). Not one of us can please the Lord if 

we cease submitting to His truth.  

  In addition to submitting to the truth in our own 

lives, Christians need to teach the truth to others. Why 

would we not want to tell lost people about the 

greatest news ever?! The “word of truth” is the gospel 

of our salvation (Ephesians 1:13), and only the gospel 

is the power of God to salvation (Romans 1:16). Yes, 

when people submit to the gospel truth, their soul will 

be saved (Mark 16:15,16). But how can they hear the 

truth without a teacher/preacher?! (Romans 10:14). If 

the truth of God truly is wonderful (and it is!), then we 

ought to be teaching it right and left. 

 As we try to discuss spiritual matters with others, 

what else do we need to be ready to do with the truth? 

We need to defend it. The Lord wants us to be prepared 

to give a defense for all that we believe, teach, and 

practice in the spiritual realm (1 Peter 3:15). We 

understand that some people feel that the truth does not 

need to be defended. Their thinking is, either you 

believe it or you do not, and if God’s word truly is the 

truth, then it does not need any human help to show that 

it is right. In fact, the apostle Paul declared that he was 

set for the defense of the gospel (Philippians 1:7,17). 

Defending the gospel is the right thing to do! In Jude 3, 

we also read the exhortation for Christians “to contend 

earnestly for the faith.” The truth is not for sale, nor is it 

to be compromised (Proverbs 23:23). 

Learn the truth, believe it, love it, obey it, teach it, 

and defend it. That sounds like a lifetime of activity.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 29 
 

 These are weighty matters that are worthy of man’s 

serious consideration and meditation.   

 Covenant renewed in the land of Moab (29:1,2) – 

This was an agreement between God and all Israel, 

and it was set forth while Israel was located east of the 

Jordan River. Previous instructions had been given at 

Horeb/Sinai (5:1-3), but this was a new generation 

which needed to be educated in the ways of the Lord. 

 What did Jehovah expect the Israelites to do with 

this covenant? First, God implored them to “enter into 

covenant” with the Lord and “into His oath” (29:12). 

Simply put, the Israelites were supposed to accept 

heartily all that God instructed them. How would they 

show their acceptance of His terms of the agreement? 

“Therefore keep the words of this covenant, and do 

them, that you may prosper in all that you do” (29:8). 

Such a requirement from Him is not surprising, is it? 

 Warning: do not allow your hearts to turn away 

from the Lord to go and serve idols (29:18) – It was 

possible that an Israelite might deceive himself by 

following the dictates of his own heart and then telling 

himself that, even though he had turned away from the 

Lord, he could have peace in his heart (29:19). That 

was foolishness, because it is not in man who walks to 

direct his own steps (Jeremiah 10:23). God’s jealousy 

would burn against anyone whose heart was not 

totally given to Him (29:20). 

 God said that He would not spare the person who 

stubbornly rebelled against Him (29:20). In fact, God 

would send multiple curses on His people if they 

chose to rebel against Him (29:21-23). The tragedy 

would be that other nations would observe the 

punishment that God would pour out on His people 

and would inquire, “Why has the LORD done so to 

this land? What does the heat of this great anger 

mean?” (29:24). The honest, bottom-line answer 

would be: “Because they have forsaken the covenant 

of the LORD God of their fathers . . .” (29:24). Do not 

miss this truth: when people forsake God’s covenant/ 

instructions, then they have forsaken God. No one can 

“stick with” God who does not stick with His truth. 

God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles when 

His people act hypocritically and fail to submit to Him 

(Romans 2:21-24). 

 Secret and revealed matters (29:29) – “The secret 

things belong to the LORD our God, but those things 

which are revealed belong to us and to our children 

forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

When it comes to God’s will for humans, we can 

know His thinking only when He reveals it to us 

through His word. Otherwise, what He knows stays in 

His mind and to us it is a “secret” matter. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 30 
 

 If Israel one day should depart from the Lord, but 

then later return to Him, He would pour out His great 

blessings on His people (30:1-10) – Such blessings 

would be conditional, as Israel must return to Him 

with all their heart and soul (30:2,10). What blessings 

would He grant to them if they returned?  

 -  He would have compassion on them (30:3). 

 -  He would bring them back out of captivity to 

their homeland (30:3-5).  

 -  He would prosper and multiply them (30:5). 

 -  He would circumcise their heart (30:6). 

 -  He would put curses on their enemies (30:7). 

 -  He would bless them materially by blessing their 

work, the fruit of their body, their livestock, and their 

land (30:9). 

 -  He would rejoice over them (30:9). How happy 

He would be to see them serving Him out of love! 

 Life and death (30:11-20) – What God commanded 

Israel through Moses was not mysterious, and it was 

not far away from them (30:11-13). As God said, “But 

the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your 

heart, that you may do it” (30:14). If Israel ever 

should fail to serve Jehovah properly, there would be 

no excuses for such behavior. His word was available 

for them at all times. How wonderful it would be if 

God’s word always would be in our mouth and in our 

heart! Read how Paul made application of these 

thoughts in Romans 10:8-10. 

 The Lord called on Israel to make a choice. What 

were the options? “See, I have set before you today 

life and good, death and evil” (30:15). Each individual 

Israelite would have to make his/her own choice, but 

the Lord implored them with these words: “. . . I have 

set before you life and death, blessing and cursing, 

therefore choose life, that both you and your 

descendants may live” (30:19).  

 Suppose an Israelite said, “Okay, if I choose life, 

what will that mean for me? How would I show that I 

am choosing life?” The answer is not complicated. 

Those who choose life are those who choose to live 

for the Lord, meaning that they will take heed to these 

thoughts: “. . . love the LORD your God, to walk in 

His ways, and to keep His commandments, His 

statutes, and His judgments . . .” (30:16). Real 

spiritual life is for those who choose to serve the Lord 

with all of their being. There are no shortcuts and no 

magic formulas to pleasing the Lord. It is simply a 

matter of continuous, daily walking according to His 

instructions. That may not appeal to some, but it is the 

way of the Lord . . . and it works!  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



SELF-INFLICTED WOUNDS

 Self-inflicted wounds are those injuries which we 

bring upon ourselves, that is, we cause them to happen 

and we are the ones who suffer as a result. Self-

inflicted harm can be bodily, physical, spiritual, 

emotional, or relational in nature. Some self-inflicted 

wounds have temporary effects, while others have 

consequences which can linger indefinitely, or in 

some cases, last for a lifetime. Surely we all can agree 
on this: self-inflicted wounds are no fun. 

 Sometimes we see a particular country/nation 

struggling with self-inflicted wounds. The Israelites 

barely escaped a civil war during the days of Joshua 

(Joshua 22). Later, Israel was not so fortunate, as there 

was all-out war between the tribe of Benjamin and the 

other Israelite tribes (Judges 20). That conflict was not 

caused by foreigners who meddled in the internal 

affairs of Israel. No, the men of Israel brought it all on 

themselves. It was an ugly blemish in Israel’s history. 
In reality, the whole messy situation was avoidable. 

 Fast forward to the twenty-first century. Some 

countries already have tasted the horrors of civil war 

since the turn of the century. Others struggle because 

citizens with light-colored skin seek to oppress those 

whose skin is darker, or vice versa. Nations struggle 

because of unfounded, ungodly stereotypes among its 

diverse citizenship. Finger-pointing and name-calling 

bring more hurt, more bitterness, and wider division. 

We recall that Jesus said a kingdom divided against 
itself cannot stand (Mark 3:24).  

 We also see self-inflicted wounds in individual 

lives. It happened over forty years ago, but I still 

remember it well. One day one of my teammates was 

not having a good day at practice. He became so angry 

with himself that he went over to a large, unmovable, 

thick, metal object and struck it as hard as he could 

with his fist. Not smart. Not smart for him and not 

smart for his teammates who watched in horror at his 

lack of self-control (which put him out of athletic 

competition for several weeks). Others pay the price 

for taking substances into their body which bring 

horrific, nonreversible harm to it. Some have their 

thinking damaged by drinking from the waters of 

atheistic, ungodly materials. There also are saints who 

fail to grow as they ought to spiritually simply 

because they do not put forth the required effort (2 

Peter 1:5-7). Again, in each of these cases, though 

there may be some indirect outside influences, the 
bottom line is, the harm is self-inflicted. 

 It is not uncommon to observe self-inflicted 

wounds in marriages. There definitely are instances in 

which a couple’s jobs, finances, health, or other 

family members put a serious strain on their 

relationship. Sadly, however, marriages also can self-

destruct with no “help” from any outsiders. Like envy, 

bitterness is rottenness to the bones (Proverbs 14:30), 

and when a bitter spirit makes its home in the hearts of 

a husband or wife, they are setting themselves up for 

big-time troubles. From a bitter heart spew forth 

sharp, biting words of animosity and little which 

resembles kindness. Yes, a couple can “kill” itself 

with its ugly words. “Out of the same mouth proceed 

blessing sand cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not to be so” (James 3:10). 

 Some couples just “come apart” because their 

lives in many ways are “apart.” Due to their work or 

other obligations which they have taken on, they find 

themselves with little time to spend together and 

before you know it, they feel that they are drifting 

apart from one another. They are inflicting wounds on 

their marriage in a fashion that no outsider possibly 

could. Some troubled couples are able to recognize 

where their relationship is headed and make the 

necessary changes to get their relations back to where 
they need to be. Others marriages are not so fortunate.   

 It troubles us to see nations, individuals, and 

marriages suffer with self-inflicted wounds. It really 

saddens and disturbs us to see a congregation of the 

church inflict wounds upon itself. Challenges which 

come from outside the church are no laughing matter. 

However, some of the most crushing blows to the 

spirit, unity, and vibrancy of a local church come 

when its members bite and devour one another. We 

expect such behavior among animals, the heathen, and 

some three-year old, spoiled kids. But it has no place 

among the servants of the Christ! “But if you bite and 

devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by 
one another!” (Galatians 5:16).  

 We have heard horror stories of how some of 

God’s children treat one another. We talk to those 

outside the church with respect and understanding, 

then we turn on our brethren and talk to them as if 

they were a wild dog or a snake. Unthinkable! We 

refuse to spread unsubstantiated information about our 

biological family, but we gladly spread unfounded 

rumors about our spiritual family. Where is the heart 

that says, “Regardless of what happens, I will love, be 

kind, and think no evil?” (1 Corinthians 13:4,5). 

Where is the heart that says, “I want to have and 
demonstrate the mind of my Lord?” (Philippians 2:5).  

 Spiritual darkness abounds in the world. Nations, 

individual lives, marriages and local churches face 

threatening challenges. We must overcome by faith. 

Let us not allow Satan to cause us to self-destruct. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



2 Timothy 2:1-4 – “BE STRONG IN THE GRACE”

 As a Christian and evangelist, how did Timothy 

need to conduct himself? In what did he need to 

engage? Two inspired letters which he received from 

the apostle Paul provided him with guidance about 

those crucial matters. One clear portion of that 

message is recorded in 2 Timothy 2:1-4: 

(1) You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 

that is in Christ Jesus. (2) And the things that you 

have heard from me among many witnesses, 

commit these to faithful men who will be able to 

teach others also. (3) You therefore must endure 

hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (4) No 

one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the 

affairs of this life, that he may please him who 

enlisted him as a soldier. 

 Let us investigate these verses to see some of the 

direct and implied instructions given to Timothy. 

 Be strong (2:1) – Timothy had seen spiritual 

strength demonstrated in the life of his mentor, Paul, 

but Paul’s strength could not be transferred to 

Timothy. No, on his own accord Timothy must be 

strong. Be strong where? The text says for Timothy to 

be strong “in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2:1). 

A child of God must recognize his power source and 

not trust in himself. For one to detach himself from 

the Lord’s grace is a spiritual catastrophe, as one can 

be strong and produce fruit only when he abides in 

Him and His grace (John 15:4-6).  

 Commit certain things to faithful men (2:2) – 

What Timothy had heard/learned from Paul, that is 

what he was to commit to others. Of course, what he 

had learned from the apostle were “sound words” 

(1:13), the inspired word of God (3:16,17).  The 

Greek word for “commit” is “          /paratith mi” 

and means “to entrust, commit to one’s charge” [Vine, 

www2.mf.no/bibelprog/vines.pl?tofrom].  

 So, Paul had taught and trained Timothy. Now, 

Timothy was to turn around and entrust that saving 

message to others. Which others? Those counted as 

“faithful men” (2:2). The word “men” is the generic 

term for “a human being, male or female” [Vine]. This 

charge to Timothy involves these implications: (1) he 

must be able to discern which saints were “faithful” 

and (2) he must have the ability to communicate 

effectively what he had learned from Paul. 

 What was the expressed purpose of having 

Timothy commit the faithful word to faithful saints? It 

was so that they, too, could “be able to teach others 

also” (2:2). The Lord expected Timothy to preach the 

word (4:2) and to be diligent in doing so. The reality, 

though, is that the task of teaching the saving gospel 

in order to save souls is not a one-person job! 

 When evangelists take the time to share (1) their 

knowledge and (2) their know-how in the matter of 

evangelism, this has the potential to be a great 

blessing to the church. Such an approach will help us 

increase the church’s work force as we will get more 

saints sowing the seed in a faithful way. That is what 

it is all about, my brothers and sisters, going out to 

spread the good news! It also goes without saying that 

Timothy was not a machine that could work 24/7. 

Seeking out and training more members to help teach 

the gospel does not prove that a gospel preacher is 

lazy. Rather, it indicates that he is trying to approach 

evangelism in the way that God prescribed it.  

 Endure hardship (2:3) – Timothy knew of the 

persecutions and afflictions that Paul had endured 

(3:11,12). If Paul could endure such, then so could 

Timothy, and so can we. Facing various difficulties is 

part of the life of a Christian, especially one like 

Timothy who was involved frequently in teaching the 

word to the world and to the church. Serving Jesus 

and staying committed to preaching the word requires 

strength (2:1) and perseverance/endurance (2:3). 

Being a follower of Jesus and dedicating oneself to 

teaching His word is not for the timid or fearful! 

 Be a good soldier of Jesus (2:3) – Disciples of 

Jesus are fighters, being committed to “fight the good 

fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). We take the whole 

armor of God so we can stand against the wiles of the 

devil (Ephesians 6:10,11). We know that if we resist 

Satan with a steadfast faith, he will flee (James 4:7). 

 In the context of 2 Timothy 2:3, what are a couple 

of matters that must take place in order for us to be the 

Christ’s good soldiers? That is our goal, correct, to be 

our Lord’s good soldiers?! First of all, we must not 

entangle ourselves with the affairs of this life (2:4). 

No soldier can serve well when he is distracted, when 

he does not have his whole mind focused on his 

warfare. Second, a good soldier of Jesus always has 

this mindset: he seeks to “please him who enlisted him 

as a soldier” (2:4). We strive to please our Master at 

all times, in all places, in all that we do.  

 The message of 2 Timothy 2:1-4 both challenges 

and inspires us. Be strong, commit the truth to others, 

endure hardship, and be Jesus’ good soldier. These are 

life-long activities, charges that serve to remind us of 

the seriousness of following the glorious Son of God.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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